
PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
 The public meeting of the North Cornwall Township Planning Commission was held on 
Wednesday, February 29, 2012 at the North Cornwall Township Offices located at 320 South 18th Street, 
Lebanon, PA at 7:00PM.  The meeting was duly advertised and properly posted.  In attendance were: 
 
Commission Members: 
Heidi Bingeman Jennifer Eirich Ed Copenhaver Bob Gearhart Harold Kreider  
 
Ralph Heister  
 
Ellie Salahub had provided notice of absence  
 
Township Officials: 
Robin L. Getz and James Caldwell  
 
Public: 
Per Sign in sheet 
 
1. Mr. Gearhart called the meeting to order at 7:00PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.    
 

Mr. Gearhart, along with members also welcomed the newest members to the commission, being 
Ralph Heister and Heidi Bingeman. 
 

2. Approval – Minutes of January 25, 2012 The minutes of the meeting of January 25, 2012 were 
brought to the floor for discussion.  Mr. Gearhart noted that he made two minor adjustments that 
were reflected in the minutes presented this evening for approval.  Mr. Copenhaver made motion 
to approve the January 25, 2012 minutes, seconded by Mrs. Eirich with all voting in favor 

 
3. Review Land Development Plan/Robert Bomberger Scott Romine of Red Barn reviewed the 

plans with the members to include the addition of a 50,000 plus square food barn and also a 
milking facility.  There would also be two new manure structures with one being open and one 
closed.  He explained the current processing of the manure transfers and also that at this time there 
was no immediate plan for the conversion of methane energy at this point although it was not 
ruled out completely.  Those energy plans would come at as a separate proposal at a later date.  
There was much discussion related to the proposal.  Mr. Kreider then made motion to recommend 
approval to the Board of Supervisors as long as they met the comments of the review letter 
provided by the engineer dated February 29, 2012.  Mr. Copenhaver seconded the motion with all 
voting in favor.  Mr. Kreider made motion to recommend for approval the waiver of the 
preliminary plan requirement allowing this plan to advance directly as a final plan.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Copenhaver with all voting in favor. 
 

3. Set a 2012 Goals List It was noted that during the past two meetings there was discussion as to 
what the Planning Commission as a group should tackle through the 2012 calendar year.  Mr. 
Caldwell explained to the members that the Township staff has been meeting to review the recent 
updates to the MS-4 requirements and ultimately the information that will be required for the 
NSPDES application.  Currently the requirement of including a stormwater management plan is 
required.  It is to be Act 167 compliant and is to be included with the September 14, 2012  
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application submission.  With that in mind it is suggested that the required revisions to the 
stormwater ordinance take place but that it serves as a standalone ordinance.  That would put the 
township in a much better position moving forward with any additional changes that would need 
to be made as regulations change.  
 
It was also noted that the Land Development and Subdivision (SLDO) Ordinance has been worked 
on sporadically in the past but still needs to be completed. 
 
It was noted that the Regional Comprehensive Plan will soon be making its way to the planning 
commission members and board members of the study region for their review and that the 
approval has specific time lines that will need to be followed as closely as possible based on the 
outline of the timeline provided.  The preliminary draft was just recently provided to the steering 
committee members for their review and comment.  The planner was hoping to have at least one 
more meeting for discussion with this group prior to it being circulated any further. 
 
It was noted that in this same line consideration should be given to delineating specific growth 
areas within the Township.  This comprehensive plan will only cover the next ten years so moving 
forward the planning commission would be the most logical group to work on future growth 
trends and areas to be designated as growth areas. 
 
Finally it was noted that the Planning Commission had began work on an official township map, 
but that work was not completed and there was thought that now might be a good time to 
reintroduce that work for completion as well. 
 
Having the necessary list of tasks at hand it was charted as to what order of priority for the listed 
projects should be set.  Following discussion it was agreed that the stormwater ordinance and the 
regional comprehensive plan could be worked on in tandem as the first order of business.  That 
would be followed by tackling the completion of the SLDO in tandem with finalizing the official 
township map as the second order of business.  The commission would then complete their task 
list by tackling the land use inventory list. 
 
The last piece to get this work to completion was to discuss what resources would be necessary to 
assist the commission in the various projects listed.  Following discussion it was agreed that the 
Chairman would attend the next board meeting to request that they support their recommendation 
to pursue a standalone storm water ordinance and that they would also allow the professional 
support of Rettew to work through the various technical portions of the items they will be working 
on throughout the year. 
 
Each month the charting exercise sheets will be reviewed as sort of a report card to keep the 
planning commission on target with completing the tasks listed as agreed to.  Members agreed that 
this was important work for the commission to take on and looked forward to the challenge. 
 
 
 

5. Announced – next regularly scheduled meeting is March 28,  2012 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 28, 2012 at 7PM. 
 

6. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 8:19PM on motion of Mr. Kreider, seconded by Mrs. Bingeman, with all in 
favor. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 



 
 
Ellie Salahub 
Secretary 
rlg 


